ST AGNES LONGSIGHT

Reflecting on the Parish – the responses
Strengths

	I see the strengths of this parish and its mission as
	This is based on



	growing from strength to strength because of our Eucharistic delivery and as a family

faith & fellowship

open & friendly

multicultural

welcoming to all

children accommodated 

spiritual guidance & leadership from parish priest

regular worshippers & sustainable numbers

various groups

diversity of people and ages

sense of humour

lay involvement

good services

generous in time and money

catering & food


	support & care for all our members

teaching & service, strong community care

see our ‘Peace’

strong Junior Church

good attendance

home visiting etc

delivery

consistency of numbers 

personal experience 


Fears & Threats

	My fears for the future of this parish and its mission are
	This is based on



	numbers in future due to age
money problems

closure

increasing Muslim population in area

Team ministry

building needing serious cash

that people wont travel to church and it’ll be abandoned

non-Christian area

situation of building

Christianity seems to be on the wane

children don’t seem to know anything about God

not enough younger people to carry on our faith and traditions

indoctrination from other organisations

supply of priests as one leaves to another parish


	Muslims have larger families
local houses are bought immediately by Muslims (Asians)

the area

average weekly income

costly

Quinquennial inspection

demography of area

people are more selfish & prefer to shop on Sunday

not taught at home or school

lack of interest from community

false approaches in ministering for a change


Weaknesses

	I see the weakness of this parish and its mission as
	This is based on



	outreach
congregations getting older

need more children, teenagers and young couples

need for younger people

where the church is based

not a strong community (people going for drink, male, pray together etc but then too busy)

not enough new volunteers

not enough outreach

more outside projects

lack of volunteering

need to be more welcoming
	declining number of Christians in area
grey hairs!

average age of congregation

how far people travel to church

also it’s a Muslim area

church not supported by local community


Hopes & Opportunities

	The signs of hope I see for the future of this parish and its mission as
	This is based on



	continuous numbers joining
growing number of Junior Church children making a future basis for Christian background

dialogue with Muslim community

changing demographic in Levenshulme/West Point area of parish

social action in deprived area

commitment of the people

thriving in many ways

lay involvement (opportunities to develop this)

strong prayerful atmosphere in church

strength of our faith, fellowship & leadership

attaching our efforts with our local parishes will bring hope and more to the growth of the flock
	the encouragement of the family of St Agnes’
full PCC

lots of activities going on

attendance of services good

fellowship within the church

various rotas & groups

willingness of individuals to support priest

the people who care about our church and community

regular contacts and exchange of pulpits & ministry

listening & learning from Muslims other faiths


